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Language education occupies a central position in the curriculum for school education, 
especially at the primary level It is seen as integral to learners’ emotional, social and 
cognitive development. It also serves as an important instrument to develop among them 
desired attitudes and values. 

Language learning is essentially a matter of acquiring the important skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing and harnessing these skills to the performance of formal 
as well as informal communicative tasks. The emphasis laid on the acquisition and 
progressive improvement of language abilities in our policy documents is based on 
sound academic and educational considerations. With these in view, the NCERT is now 
launching a new series of instructional materials entitled Learning English initially for 
the primary stage of school education. The package for each class consists of a Textbook 
and a Workbook, designed to facilitate instruction in a manner conducive to a smooth 
and balanced development of language abilities on the one hand and inculcation of 
socially and ethically significant attitudes and values on the other. By using these 
materials, school-children will hopefully find themselves in a position to understandj and 
suitably respond to, simple spoken English, write with ease correct and meaningful 
sentences and paragraphs in English and generally read texts in English for knowledge 
and pleasure. 

This textbook, the first in the series, has been prepared by my colleague, Shri 
Nasiruddin Khan, Reader in English in the Department of Education in Social Sciences 
and Humanities with active and unqualified help and cooperation of another colleague, 
Dr Sandhya Rani Sahoo of the same Department as well as Dr Nirmala Vaidyanathan, 
formerly of the same Department. I am grateful to all of them for completing the job 
successfully. 

It is hoped that this book will satisfy learners’ academic requirements and provide 
for them a stimulating and enjoyable language learning experience. 

The Council will welcome teachers’ comments on any aspect of this book and their 
suggestions for its improvement. ■ 


J.S. Rajput 
Director 

New Delhi National Council *of Educational 

March 2000 Research and Training 
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Learning English is a new series of textual materials in English prepared by the 
NCERT. Intended to cover the primary level (Classes I-V) initially, this series will 
later be extended to the subsequent stages of school education also. This 
textbook is the first of the series being offered to school-children who start the 
study of English in Class I. 

The book starts with a set of three poems for children to listen to them well 
recited and rendered and also to begin to imitate the model recitation slowly in 
bits and pieces till they can do it on their own. Footnotes appended to the 
poems as well as other lessons are merely suggestive of a possible method and 
style of presentation and teachers may feel free to innovate and improvise. 
Recitation should be action-based and lively, and should elicit and accommodate 
as much as possible children’s participation in it. There is really no need for 
anyone to 'explahV meanings of words, lines and stanzas. Recitation, interspersed 
with enactment and dramatisation, is a ‘meaningful’ activity by itself, providing 
opportunities for listening, imitating and (re)producing chunks of English till 
children become thoroughly familiar and comfortable with sound sequences, 
words and their arrangement. It is hoped that they can negotiate meaning in 
their own way. If children learn the poem, or parts thereof, by heart and enjoy 
repeating them even without laying claim to ‘clear’ comprehension, the purpose 
of putting these poems first, and more elsewhere, will have been achieved. 

The book, in general, has dispensed with the usual practice of dividing a 
lesson into ‘text’ followed by ‘exercises’. Each lesson, whether a single unit or 
a cluster of parts, is to be treated as a composite whole. This was considered 
necessary to eliminate the necessity of either handling the two notional 
categories mentioned above in different styles or treating one as more important 
than the other. The overall objective of such a layout has been to present, create 
and even contrive as much space as possible for very young learners to be able 
to do things in the class — to introduce themselves, greet one another, identify 
objects and persons, describe possessions, understand and answer questions, 
seek information, make requests and suggestions, etc. A deliberate attempt has 
been made to provide opportunities for children to acquire the essential language 
abilities of listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated manner. 

The book is full of colourful illustrations. One might even point out that 
illustrations occupy a lot more space than text. It is true and has been done 
deliberately in the hope and belief that illustrations at this level should speak 
louder than words and excite the imagination of children and sustain their 
interest throughout. At places in this book they even replace language. 

The teacher is expected to use illustrations, actions, gestures, mother 
tongue where necessary and dramatization and role play as positive aids to 
teaching/learning. Instructions for activities are meant more for the teacher than 



for children. Instructions, wherever necessary, are to be rendered in the mother 
tongue. Children need to know what they are expected to do. 

The tasks given in the textbook are sought to be reinforced by other tasks 
given in the workbook. The textbook should, therefore, necessarily be 
supplemented by the workbook. 

We look forward to teachers' comments on the book on a continuing basis. 
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Lesson 2 
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Lesson 4 
Lesson 5 
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Lesson 7 
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Lesson 9 
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Lesson 11 
Lesson 12 
Lesson 13 
Lesson 14 


Foreword 
Acknowledgements 
A note for the teacher 

Let us recite 
One, Two 

Let us recite 

I’ve got ten little fingers 

Let us recite 
What a Nose! 

Hickory, Dickory, Dock 
UP, Down 

Pictures 

What’s your name? 

Who is this? 

I’m fine, thank you 

Won’t you sit down? 

Look at this fiower 

Let us recite 
Colours 

The Cold Old House 
What are they doing? 

Ritu’s cow is fat 
Parts of the body 
Let us recite 

This is the Way We Wash Our Face 




Lesson 15 

What do they do? 

50 

Lesson 16 

How Many? 

52 

Lesson 17 

What’s there in the bag? 

55 

Lesson 18 

At the Vegetable Shop 

57 

Lesson 19 

Mala’s Picture-book 

60 

Lesson 20 

Where is it? 

64 

Lesson 21 

Where are they going? 

67 

Lesson 22 

Let us recite 



Rain 

70 


The Clouds 

71 

Lesson 23 

The Picnic 

72 

Lesson 24 

The Squirrel’s Story 

76 

Lesson 25 

Two Friends 

80 

Lesson 26 

The Fox and the Stork 

83 

Lesson 27 

Amit and the Baby Bird 

87 

Lesson 28 

Let us recite 



Little Birdie 

90 


A Hat for a Cat 

92 

Lesson 29 

Who is Plop? 

93 



□ Teacher recites the poem taking two lines at a time. 

□ Children repeat lines after the teacher. 

□ Appropriate action/gestures to be used in recitation. 

□ Children recite lines/whole poem from memory later. 











□ Teacher recites the poem taking only one line at a time. 

□ Children repeat lines after the teacher. 

□ Appropriate actionygestures to be used in recitation. 

□ Children learn the poem by listening to, and reciting lines several times over. 













Let us recite 
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An elephant goes like this and that, 
He’s terribly big, 

And he’s terribly fat. 

He has no fingers. 

And he has no toes. 

But goodness gracious, what a nose 


□ Follow hints for recitation as in earlier rhymes. 







□ Follow hints for recitation as in earlier rhymes 
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Lesson 4 




/. Look at the picture and 

What is this? 


answer the question; 



an apple 





a key 



a fan 



an ice-cream 



a cat 


an egg 



i: • 


ajng 




a house 



a goat 


a door , 

a letter 

tlie teachei 

™Msa/a„_ "rorTr 





answer: 




















Jn umbrella 


u window 





















Lesson 5 



My name is Geeta. 
Thisi 

This is Mr Rao. 

What's your name? 

Mala. 

I'm Mala. 

Hello, Mala. 

Hello, I'm Arun. 

He is Mr Rao. 

She is Anita. 

You are Mohsin. 

□ Use short forms - I'm, What's this? in speech. 









1. Trace these 








II. Colour these: 























I. Trace these 



a goat 


an ice-cream 


















a 



Let children speak to each other in pairs. 

They greet each other, and introduce themselves. 

They ask each other questions. 

Let them name their classmates using This md That/He and She. 













Ali : She is there. 






















Here is an example: 

Teacher : Where is the dog? 
Pupil : It's there. 

Teacher : Where is Mala? 
Pupil : She is here. 

(a) Where is the elephant? 

(b) Where is Mala? - 

(c) Where is Arun? _ 


(d) Where is the monkey? 




























V. Say names of the members of your family: 


1. Mr „ 


is mv father. 

2. Mrs _ 


is my mother. 

3. 


is mv sister. 

4. 


is mv brother. 

VI. Repeat these words after your teacher*; 

father 

mother 

sister brother 

teacher 

farmer 

doctor 

* Final 'r' in words under item VI not to be pronounced. 

















































IV. Look at the picture and fill in the blanks: 


Examples. This is a black dog. 


Those are white cats. 




These are 


leaves. 



That is 


shirt. 



That is 


ball. 



This is 


handkerchief. 



Those are 


flowers. 





















id clearly, for ch 








































































































The elephant is 


That cat 


i'lh'i 























Lesson 13 



Look at the pictures and learn names of parts of 
the body. 



head 


/ 



nose 



face eyes 



teeth 




arm 


Tl Teacher points to pictures and reads aloud names of parts of the body. Children 
repeat words after the teacher. 

Teacher points to different parts of the body of pupils. Children name them using 
my, your, his, her.... 





hand fingers 



leg foot 


Read : 





This is Arun's head. 

This is his nose. 

This is Mala's right ear. 
This is her left eye. 
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Let children point to their hands/eyes/legs and say: 
This is my nose. I smell with it. 

These are my hands. I work with them. 
These are my legs. I walk with them. 

These are my teeth. I chew with them. 


I. Copy these: 
















Lesson 14 


Let us recite 



This is the way 
we wash our face, 
wash our face, 
wash our face. 

This is the way we wash our face, 
at seven o'clock in the morning. 

This is the way 
we clean our teeth, 
clean our teeth, 
clean our teeth. 

This is the way 
we clean our teeth, 
at seven o'clock in the morning. 






□ Follow hints about recitation as in earlier rhymes. 
































II. Write what you would like to become. Use a/an. 
I want to become __ 

















□ Teacher points to each picture and asks: How many flowers here/there? 

□ Pointing to the picture of one flower, the child says. There is one flower/only 
one flower in this picture. 








Learn names of months 


The first 
The second 
The third 
The fourth 
The fifth 
The sixth 
The seventh 
The eighth 
The ninth 
The tenth 
The eleventh 
The twelfth 


(1st) 

(2nd) 

(3rd) 

(4th) 

(5th) 

(6th) 

(7th) 

(8th) 

(9th) 

(10th) 

(11th) 

(12th) 


month of the year is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 

month is 


Feli)E'‘us3ry 


.ugiist 


DPI 


Learn names of days of the week 

Siiiiclay, Mcniday, Tuesday, 
Weclnesctay, Tliiirsday, Friday, Saturday 

Now complete these sentences: 

The first day of the week is Sunday. 

The_day of the week is Monday. 

The third day of the week is_ 

The_day of the week is Wednesday. 

The_day of the week is Thursday. 

The sixth day of the week is__ 

The_day of the week is Saturday. 




























Is this a zebra? 


2. Is this a table? 

Is this a stool? 

3. Is this a flower? 

Is this a star? 

4. Is this a fish? 

Is this a snake? 

5. Is this a painting? 

Is this a photograph!^ 

















































onion 
















but I haven't got one. 











Reshma : No, I haven't, but I have a 


new pen. 



























No, she hasn't, but 
she has a pencil. 



III. Match pictures on the left side with those on the right side. 
Say who has what. 


Example: Mr Rao has an umbrella. 


Mr Rao umbrella 





Amina pencil 


□ Let pupils point to their pen, pencil, book etc. and say 'I have a/an. 

□ Teacher asks questions like Do you have . ? or Does she/he have . ? 

□ Children answer : Yes, I have or No, I haven't or Yes, she has or No, she hasn't 

□ Let children draw pen, pencil, book etc. Questions and answers can be 
practised again using these drawings. 





























I. Fill in the blanks using words in the box : 




There are oranges 


the basket. 



















□ Teacher points to a picture and asks question such as: 

Where is the dog? Where is the jug? 

□ Children answer them orally. Then they write the same sentences. 





















I. Fill in the blanks using 'a* 'an' or 'the'. 

This is_table. 

This is_orange. 

Where is_orange? 

It is on_table. 







This is a bus. 

The bus is on the road. 


This is an insect. 

The insect is on the flower. 


This is an orange. 

The orange is in the basket. 

That is an aeroplane. 

The aeroplane is flying in the sky. 


This is a toy. 

The toy is on the table. 


This is a boat. 

The boat is on the river. 








White sheep, white sheep, 
On a blue hill. 
When the winds stop. 
You all stand still. 

You all run away 
When the winds blow. 
White sheep, white sheep. 
Where do you go? 










"Take an apple or an orange", she says. 
"Thank you, Mama", Rima says. 

She likes both the apple and the orange. 
She takes both. 


1. Read the sentences and write 'and' or 'but' in the blanks: 

(a) The parrot_the crow are birds. 

(b) Rose is a flower _ lily is a flower 

_banana is a fruit. 

(c) Mala is tall_Sheela is short. 

(d) Niti won a prize_Renu didn't. 

(e) I like to play cricket_football_I don't 

like to play hockey. 

(f) Miss Das asked Bina a question_she didn't 

answer" it. 

n. Look at the picture and write sentences : 

(a) Is this a bat or a stick? 


(b) Is it small or big? 
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(c) Is this a pond or a river? 












higher and higher. 

A big eagle picked Chhotu up in his 
beak. Chhotu cried, “Help!” But the 
eagle flew away with him. 

tnJ 





A crow came by. "Hello, Eagle," he 
said. Eagle did not answer. 

“What will you do with Chhotu?” 
asked the crow. 

Eagle opened his beak. Chhotu fell into 
the soft grass. He got up and ran home. 

"Sorry, Mother," he said. "I'll never 
run away again." 


I. Answer the following : 

1. How many squirrels are there in the story? 

2. How many birds are there in the story? 

3. Did Chhotu listen to his mother? Answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. 

4. What did Chhotu tell his mother in the end? 

5. (i) Who do you like best in the story? 

(a) Chhotu (b) Eagle (c) Crow 

(ii) Why do you like him? Tick () the right answer. 

(a) He was strong and foolish. 

(b) He was naughty. 

(c) He was kind and clever. 







6. Now find the opposites of the following words in the story. 

Write them as in the example. 

Example: go come 

lower _ 

small __ 

close _ 

hard __ 






























way to file Headman's house." 

That's how they helped each other. 
And both of them enjoyed a good feast. 


I. Answer the following : 

1. Who were Pran and Manu? 

2. Who invited the villagers to a feast? 

3. Write 'Yes' or 'No' against each : 

(a) Pran could not walk but could see. -- 

(b) Manu could not walk. - 

(c) Manu said, "I'll carry you on my back." 

(d) They could not go to the feast._ 

4. 'They helped each other.' Here they means 

(a) the villagers 

(b) Manu and the Headman 

(c) Pran and the villagers 

(d) Pran and Manu 

Tick ( ✓) the right answer. 
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I. Answer the following : 

1. Who did Mr Fox invite to dinner? 

2. What did he make for dinner? 

(a) rice 

(b) chapati 

(c) chicken curry 

(d) soup 

Tick ( ^) the right answer. 

II. What did Miss Stork make for dinner? 

(a) soup 

(b) meat curry 

(c) dal and vegetables 

(d) kheer 

Tick (*/) the right answer, 

[85] 













III. Write 'True' or 'False' against each ; 

(a) Mr Fox served soup in a long-necked jar. 

(b) Miss Stork wanted to teach Mr Fox a lesson. 

(c) Miss Stork could not eat the soup served in a plate. 

(d) Mr Fox had kheer for dinner. 

IV. Fill in the blanks. 

I am not very __. Miss Stork is_ 




□ □□□ 




















I. Answer the following : 

1. How old is Amit? 

2. What did he see on his way back home? 

3. Write 'True' or 'False' against each sentence below. 

(a) Amit went away when he found the baby bird 

under the tree. _ 

(b) Amit looked up and saw a nest on the tree._ 

(c) The baby bird was small but could fly. _ 

(d) There are two baby birds in the story. ___ 

(e) The mother bird thanked Amit for his help._ 

W 





























III. Now think that you are a baby bird. You are describing your 
experience to your mother. Fill in the blanks using the words 
given. 















□ Teacher recites the poem taking one line at a time. 

□ Children repeat lines after the teacher. 

□ Children enact the situation after several recitations. 








































“Come to the lake, please, PLOP 
is coming,” the rabbits said. 

II] 



















I. Write ‘True’ or ‘False’ against each : 

(a) Plop was the sound of the pine 
cone falling into the lake. 

(b) The rabbits were brave. 

(c) The monkey joined the rabbits first. 

(d) The tiger did not join the animals. 

(e) The lion was clever. 


II. Use names of animals in place of pictures. 

(a) A __eats carrots. 


(b) _runs fast. 


(c) An._carries heavy 

loads on its back. 


(d) A_has stripes on its body. 


(e) A_gives us wool. 
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III. Repeat after the teacher 


lake 

make 

take 

four 

door 

more 

cried 

tried 

fried 

told 

fold 

bold 

cave 

save 

brave 
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